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In natural ecosystems, nutrients tend to be conserved in soil organic matter and plant and animal tissues. The
nutrients are used over and over again by different organisms as they flow through a cycle that includes plant
and animal growth—which takes essential nutrients from the soil, uses them in growth and maintenance and
returns them to the soil in waste products and through death and decomposition. The nutrients in plant and
animal wastes cannot be reused until soil decomposition processes release them in a form available to plants.
In natural systems, this cycling of nutrients between plants, animals and the soil is extremely conservative and
few nutrients are lost; however, the very purpose of agroecosystems—to produce harvested materials—makes
nutrient conservation more challenging, and essential nutrients are lost from the system through a number of
pathways, both intentional and unintentional.
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A contribution to our sense of security is a good city layout that makes it easy for us to find our way around.
It is a mark of good urban quality that we can directly find the destination we're looking for without hesitation
and detours. Clear structure and organization do not require large dimensions and broad straight roads from
point to point. It is fine for the streets to be winding and the street network varied. What is important is that
the individual links in the network have clear visual characteristics, that space has a distinctive character and
that important streets can be distinguished from less important ones. Signs and directions and good lighting
at night are crucial elements of the relationship between city structure, sense of locality and feeling of

security when walking in the city.
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Science is done by performing repeatable experiments. An experiment is repeatable if everyone who does the
same experiment obtains the same result. It then means that the aspect of the world just studied is in fact an
aspect of the world and not just a figment of our wishful imagination. In addition to the reward that comes
from understanding the world, this will then mean that a machine or a medicine can be built that makes use
of this repeatable aspect of nature. It used to take decades before a machine might be based on a new
understanding. Today there are business persons who are more quick to make machines that are based on
each newly understood phenomenon. Whenever you hear the word “science” you should think of “facts and
understandings learned from repeatable experiments.” When you see scientists explaining a fact or a
phenomenon that they think they learned from doing experiments you should decide if others can repeat those
experiments and come to the same conclusion.
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