Practice makes Perfect!
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Research and development for seed improvement has long been a public domain and
government activity for the common good. However, private capital started to flow into seed
production and took it over as a sector of the economy, creating an artificial split between
the two aspects of the seed's nature: its role as means of production and its role as product.
This process gained pace after the invention of hybrid breeding of maize in the late 1920s.
Today most maize seed cultivated are hybrids. The companies that sell them are able to keep
the distinct parent lines from farmers, and the grain that they produce is not suited for seed

saving and replanting. The combination guarantees that farmers will have to

In the 1990s the extension of patent laws as the only intellectual property rights tool into the
area of seed varieties started to create a growing market for private seed companies.

*maize | 24

@ buy more seed from the company each season
@ use more chemical fertilizer than before

® pioneer markets for their food products

@ increase the efficiency of food production

® search for ways to maintain rural communities

Manifestos on the Future of Food and Seed by Vandana Shiva & Carlo Petrini (p. 85)


http://www.amazon.com/Manifestos-Future-Food-Vandana-Shiva/dp/0896087778/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1452810498&sr=1-1&keywords=9780896087774
http://www.amazon.com/Vandana-Shiva/e/B001JO49BM/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1452810498&sr=1-1
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