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In the physical world, friends are people to whom we are attached by
feelings, affection, or personal regard.
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In the world of social networking, however, the definition and
application of the term friend is much more vague and loosely applied.
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For example, an individual who you have just met for the first time at a
social gathering might not pass the test of being a friend in the
physical world, but increasingly this type of casual connection is more
than enough to pass the friendship test in the virtual world.
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Simply knowing a person's face, name, or possible association with
another “friend" is usually enough for many to enter into an online
friendship with an individual. o= azo gz oz, == oz wwe 2 9
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At other times, a simple friend request is sufficient, regardless of
familiarity with the individual or any previous personal connection.
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In respect to online security and privacy, the choices made when
befriending people in the digital world and the content (i.e, profile
information, pictures, status updates, etc.) shared with them should not
be taken lightly as such choices can have negative consequences in the
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