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AN A=t

Essay Question 1 (600 words or less)

Essay Options: Select from one of the following.

1. Describe a personal, non-academic experience or achievement in which
you had to make a difficult decision, and relate the ways in which this
experience changed you as a person.

2. Provide an example of a leadership situation where you were able to
display the characteristics of humility and cooperation when achieving
your goals. What were the challenges that you faced through the exercise
of your leadership, and how did you overcome them?

3. Choose a real person other than a close relative - a teacher, classmate,
friend, etc. - with whom you have had a direct relationship. Alternatively,
describe a character that is either fictional or historical. Describe in detail
how that person or character changed the way you look at the world
around you or at life in general.

4. One of UIC's greatest strengths is its immense diversity. Describe how
your own personal background would add to UIC’s diversity and why your
personal traits would stand out even in such a highly multi-lingual and
multi-cultural institution.

5. Topic of your choice.

“Are you American?”’ This was the first question I was
asked when I was on an exchange student program in Cairns,

200 _ iy stz =2 mau



Australia. “No, why do you ask?” I answered, startled. Why
would she ask me such thing? I had every little physical
characteristic of a typical Asian, after all. “Uh, because you
obviously speak like one.” After hearing her reply, I felt like I
was hit in the head.

Cairns is a highly multicultural city; immense numbers
of ethnicities such as Australians, traditional aboriginals, and
Chinese reside in the area -— even | stayed in the home of a
Ugandan immigrant family along with two Japanese homestay
students. This was the reason behind the question that I was
asked —- the girl did not relate ‘nationality’ with ‘appearance’
and therefore thought of me to be American, regardless of my
dark brown hair or beige-colored skin. Only then I realized my
narrow view of the world.

Studying Aristotle and Marx in philosophy class, 1
noticed how academic philosophy has largely been Eurocentric
and patriarchal, leaving matters from more than half of the world
mostly unexplored; it concerned me that our school was so
determined to teach students United States History or Western
philosophy but never offered courses on Chinese philosophy or
African studies. This came to me the hardest after I came back
to Korea —— [ realized how the Korean community held so many
prejudices toward people of unfamiliar backgrounds and how
the politics, cultures, and philosophies of minority groups were
being neglected in our society. I felt the dire need to eliminate
existing stereotypes such as ‘Australians are racist’ or
‘Japanese disparage Koreans’ that my friends warned me of
before I left for my exchange student program.

(Giving my post—exchange briefing speech in front of our

otk eiciecss _ 201
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