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Language policy in Latin America is assimilationist*, seeking "to impose the colonial
languages on speakers of other languages, whether they be immigrant, slave, or indigenouss*
people." Spanish-speaking settlers in Latin America shared a puristic language ideology
which initially considered anything indigenous to be impure. When considering the flexibility,
creativity, and social aspect of language, employing a unilingual policy on a national level
raises certain concerns. Saussure, a Swiss linguist, argued that language arbitrarinesss*
should be a point of consideration and mentioned that language communicability is achieved
through the natural inclinations of a language community. Nevertheless, a national policy on
language, as set by the government, warrants certain merits. A government bears the
responsibility of prescribing a communal identity to an eclectic* collection of individuals,
organizations, and ethnic groups to promote effective communication among its members

and advance the nation.
*assimilationist: S22/t *indigenous: E&Q|/AQ|  *arbitrariness: Y2|H  *eclecticc EEH

- B. Spolsky, Language Policy 20X ¢
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