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Special Lesson. The Gorgon's Head

The Gorgon's Head
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Perseus/ was/ the son of Zeus,/ (God of the gods),/
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and his mother/ was/ Danae,/ (a beautiful daughter of the King of Argos).
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The king/ cruelly locked/ his own daughter and grandchild/ (in a chest)/ and set/ it/ out to sea/
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because of a fearful prophecy/ [that Perseus/ would one day threaten/ his life and kingdom)].
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The chest,/ however,/ safely reached/ an island,/ and Danae and Perseus/ were saved.
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When Perseus/ grew up to/ be a strong, handsome youth,/ Danae/ was still remarkably beautiful.
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They/ had been living peacefully enough/ when King Polydectes,/ ruler of the island,/ fell in love with Danae.
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As he hoped to take Danae as his wife
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(Hoping to take Danae/ as his wife),
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the evil king/ resolved to send/ Perseus/ on a fatal enterprise/ [thatz(zofenterprisextzl) would be sure to/ get/ him/ Killed]
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The king/ lied to Perseus,/
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“I/ am getting married to/ a princess,/ and/ it/ is customary/ to give/ the royal bride/ a special present
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you/ can bring/ me/ the head of the Gorgon Medusa
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If/ you/ are as brave/ as (people say)/ you are,/
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Gorgons/ were/ the most terrible monsters/ [(=zoy hataszr)the world/ had ever seeny(=x=of xi2))],/
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usa/ was/ one of them.
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(with only a remote resemblance/ to women)
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The Gorgons/ were/ three sisters,/
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They/ were,/ (in fact),/ frightful dragons.

(Ardd) Ose FA2 SS0IUCH

Instead of hair,/ a hundred snakes/ grew/ (on their heads)!
Helatet thal B4 0i2le] WE0l (0E HalolA) XiekstcH

[While the monsters/ were/ a spectacle,]/ people/ never looked at/ them
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[If/ a mortal/ saw/ one of their faces],/ he or she/ was certain, that very instant, to be changed/ (into lifeless stone)!
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Perseus/ was far more likely to die/ than to return victorious,/ SO he/ sat down/(being A=) in despair.
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He/ was not aware yet/ [that two great gods,/ Hermes and Pallas Athena,/ were watching over/ him
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[as he/ was/ the son of Zeus]].
“Perseus,”’/ called a voice,/ “why are you sad?”
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Perseus/ lifted/ his head/ and saw/ a handsome young man,/ (with an odd cap, a twisted staff, and a crooked sword).
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