Ideas or theories about human nature have a unique place in the sciences. We don't
have to worry that the cosmos will be changed by our theories about the cosmos. The
planets really don't care what we think or how we theorize about them. But we do have
to worry that human nature will be changed by our theories of human nature. Forty
years ago, the distinguished anthropologist Clifford Geertz said that human beings are
“unfinished animals.” What he meant is that it is human nature to have a human nature

that is very much . That human nature is more created

than discovered. We “design” human nature, by designing the institutions within which
people live. So we must ask ourselves just what kind of a human nature we want to help

design.

O the communication to finish design

@ the instinct that does not last long

® the challenge we face in the future

@ the motivation that helps us to feel dignity

® the product of the society that surrounds us
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People everywhere have their special cultural rites. It is just as true in the
workplace as it is in the surrounding culture. All professions observe their

distinctive ways.

(A) While the necessity of the prolonged scrub is open to question with the advent of
modern germicides, its traditional role in preparing the surgical team for a delicate
procedure is undeniable. In the airline business, the first officer deplanes the

aircraft and conducts a walk-around inspection before takeoff.

(B) Very seldom do they discover something wrong. But symbolically it prepares the
cockpit crew for their awesome responsibility of getting all the souls aboard safely

to their destinations.

(C) What appears to be a superficial set of actions to outsiders knits insiders together
and puts them in an appropriate frame of mind to do their work successfully.

Physicians scrub for seven minutes before doing a surgical procedure.
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