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Discovering how people are affected by jokes is often difficult. People D mask their reactions
because of politeness or peer pressure. Moreover, people are sometimes @ unaware of how they,
themselves, are affected. Denial, for example, may conceal from people how deeply wounded
they are by certain jokes. Jokes can also be termites or time bombs, lingering unnoticed in a
person’s subconscious, gnawing on his or her self-esteem or @ exploding it at a later time. But
even if one could accurately determine how people are affected, this would not be an @ accurate
measure of hatefulness. People are often simply wrong about whether a joke is acceptable or
hateful. For example, people notoriously find terribly hateful jokes about themselves or their sex,
nationalities, professions, etc. (5 problematic until their consciousness becomes raised. And the
raising of consciousness is often followed by a period of hypersensitivity where people are hurt
or offended even by tasteful, tactful jokes.

* termite: 3707 #x gnaw: ZrolH T}

31, The developmental control that children with certain serious medical problems can exert

over their physical activity is relevant to . For example, an infant in a crib and

a cognitively intact 14-year-old confined to bed due to illness or injury may both be relatively
inactive. The adolescent can, however, be expected to have more awareness of and control
over movements such as rolling over that might dislodge or otherwise impair the functioning
of a medical device such as a breathing tube or feeding tube. Likewise, a 5-year-old and a
25-year-old who have had a cardiac pacemaker implanted may each know that they need to
protect the device, but developmental differences in the understanding of risk and causation
and in the control of impulses increase the probability of risky behavior by the child, for
example, jumping off a porch.

* dislodge: Wo] Wt} == cardiac pacemaker: A1¥F Z&7]
D device safety
(@ mental health
@ pain reactions
@ athletic training
(® medical diagnoses
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32 There’s more to striving to be in the majority of one’s group than merely acquiring power.
We work to be in the majority of our groups not just because the majority controls material
and psychological resources, but also because who we are is largely defined by those who
claim us as their own. Drawing distinctions between who's in and who's out, between who's
right and who's wrong, between privileged or disadvantaged —in short, between wus and them
— motivates us to . We seek to belong to the majority of our

group, even if our group is in the minority, not just because the majority holds the power,
but because the privilege attached to being in the majority position is commonly viewed by
others and by ourselves as deserved. We had it coming. This perception contributes to our
sense of worth, of who we are, and to others’ assessments of our value as well. [3%]

D speak for those who are put to silence

@ empower the powerless in political processes
@ be counted among those who do the counting
@ value our inner self more than our appearance
® take the outsiders as fashionable rule breakers

33 Eating was the original science, the original study of the environment. Kids, just like
primitive life-forms, learn about reality by putting it in their mouths. This mouth knowledge
knows no abstracts. The world is either sweet or bitter, smooth or prickly, pleasant or
unpleasant. Mouth knowledge comes with gut-level certainty. So to eat is literally to know.
But to know what? It is to know self from nonself. Mouth knowledge taught us the
boundaries of our bodies. When, as babies, we sucked an object, such as a pacifier, we felt it
only from one side, from the side of the mouth. When we sucked our thumbs, we felt them
from the outside, through the mouth, and from the inside, through the feeling of the thumb
being sucked on. This mouth knowledge — unlike later school knowledge —gave us a glimpse
of our paradoxical nature: that somehow we . [34]

* pacifier: (fro}-8-) a5 4EA

(D are ignorant of most things but remain confident

@ gain pleasure only when we serve for other people

@ find unpleasant situations pleasant when with children

@ are more attracted to things that go against our intuition
(® are both the subject and the object of our own experience
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