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In particular, they define a group as two or more people who interact with, and exert
mutual influences on, each other.

In everyday life, we tend to see any collection of people as a group. ( @ ) However,
social psychologists use this term more precisely. ( @ ) It is this sense of mutual
interaction or inter-dependence for a common purpose which distinguishes the members
of a group from a mere aggregation of individuals. ( ® ) For example, as Kenneth
Hodge observed, a collection of people who happen to go for a swim after work on the
same day each week does not, strictly speaking, constitute a group because these
swimmers do not interact with each other in a structured manner. ( @ ) By contrast, a
squad of young competitive swimmers who train every morning before going to school is
a group because they not only share a common objective (training for competition) but
also interact with each other in formal ways (e.g., by warming up together beforehand).
( ® ) It is this sense of people coming together to achieve a common objective that

defines a “team”.

* exert: Z¥|SICH ** aggregation: TR
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In trying to explain how different disciplines attempt to understand autobiographical
memory the literary critic Daniel Albright said, “Psychology is a garden, literature is a
wilderness.” He meant, I believe, that psychology seeks to make patterns, find regularity,
and ultimately impose order on human experience and behavior. Writers, by contrast, dive
into the unruly, untamed depths of human experiences. What he said about understanding
memory can be extended to our questions about young children’s minds. If we
psychologists are too bent on identifying the orderly pattern, the regularities of children’s
minds, we may miss an essential and pervasive characteristic of our topic: the child’s more
unruly and imaginative ways of talking and thinking. It is not only the developed writer or
literary scholar who seems drawn toward a somewhat wild and idiosyncratic way of
thinking; young children are as well. The psychologist interested in young children may

have to in order to get a good

picture of how children think.
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@ venture a little more often into the wilderness

@ help them recall their most precious memories

® better understand the challenges of parental duty
@ disregard the key characteristics of children’s fiction

(® standardize the paths of their psychological development
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It is not only the developed writer or literary scholar who seems drawn toward a somewhat
wild and idiosyncratic way of thinking; young children are as well.

The psychologist interested in young children may have to venture a little more often into
the wilderness in order to get a good picture of how children think.
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